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Missteps led 
to worker 


being crushed 
to de ath bya 
cranes tire 


Tracy R. Chatman 
was a 49-year- 
old earning $10 
an hour to clean 
up a work site 

= in Chesapeake. 


By Kimberly Pierceall 
The Virginian-Pilot 


The day before Tracy R. Chat- 
man would have turned 50, he 
stood at his work site, unaware 
the tall tire of a large gantry 
crane was bearing down on him 
from behind. 

The driver couldn’t see Chat- 
man, and a spotter on the ground 
had moved aside for a passing 
forklift. By the time he caught 
a glimpse of his co-worker, it 
was too late. 

Chatman earned $10 an hour 
cleaning sites at Coastal Precast 
Systems in Chesapeake. On the 
morning of April 19, 2016, as 
he waited with a wheelbarrow 
and shovel to do his job, he was 
crushed, according to a lengthy 
investigation by regulators with 
Virginia’s Occupational Safe- 
ty and Health program that de- 
tailed his last minutes alive. The 
crane weighed 59 tons, about 20 
tons more than an 18-wheeler. 

Chatman was one of 42 peo- 
ple who died on the job in Vir- 
ginia last year and had their 
cases investigated through the 
safety and health program. The 
number was larger than in both 
2015 and in 2014, when 31 who 
lost their lives. 

It was the most deaths inves- 
tigated by the state since 2007 
when there were 44. The vast 
majority occur in manufactur- 
ing, logging and other gener- 
al industry businesses. Of the 
42 deaths last year, 11 were on 
construction sites, according to 
the state. 


See WORKER DEATH, PAGE 12 


BL. $ = 
EPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 


Tracy R. Chatman was struck 
from behind by the gantry 
crane’s tire at Coastal Precast 
Systems in Chesapeake in 
April 2016 while he waited 
with a wheelbarrow to clean a 
production area. 


mostly sunny 


Highs in mid-40Os. 
Lows near 30. 
Details on the back page 
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Hundreds of the urban 
critters are setting up house 
in Hampton Roads 


By Joanne Kimberlin 
The Virginian-Pilot 


No one knows how many coyotes 
live in the urban jungles of Hampton 
Roads, but it’s probably more than 
you’d think. 

Wait. Maybe you didn’t know we 
have coyotes at all - much less city 
ones? 

Lots of folks are surprised. 

“They’re not native to Virginia,” said 


TENE 


coe 
eu 


Mike Fies, a biologist specializing in 
fur-bearing animals for the state game 
department. “They’re creatures of the 
Midwest and Southern plains.” 

Not anymore. Coyotes have been 
moving eastward - where the living is 
easier — for at least 100 years. 

“One segment of society values them 
about the same as a cockroach,” Fies 
said, “and other people get great en- 
joyment out of just observing one.” 

To reach our region, coyotes migrat- 
ed along two main routes. One path 
hooked up into Canada and down the 
Northeast corridor. The other spread 
across the south, stalling at the Mis- 
sissippi River before finally making 
the leap, most likely during a bitter 


winter ice-over. 


Those two groups met in the mid- 


dle: Virginia. 


Coyotes were first spotted just west 
of the Blue Ridge in the 1950s, eventu- 
ally spilling over the mountains, work- 
ing their way into every county of the 
commonwealth. Now, they’re showing 
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Our 153rd year | 12.10.17 | PILOTONLINE.COM | $2.50 in Hampton Roads; $3 in outlying areas 


COURTESY OF ERIC HAUSER 


A coyote strolls 

on 63rd Street in 
Virginia Beach 

in the summer, 
heading toward the 
beach. Eric Hauser, 
a retired attorney, 
says the animal 
displayed no fear of 
humans. 


up in some highly populated places. 
Wily and mostly nocturnal, it’s im- 
possible to get an accurate headcount. 
Fies best guesstimate: “Hundreds” are 
now in Hampton Roads, where they’re 


liking city life just fine. 


No predators. No hunters. Plenty 
of grub. Coyotes will eat just about 


See COYOTES, PAGE 13 
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Karen Stowe, a certified music practitioner at Bon Secours DePaul Medical Center 
in Norfolk, plays harp in her office. Watch her play for patients at PilotOnline.com. 


Harpist and healer 


IRAQ SAYS ITS 
WAR IS OVER 


After more than three years 
of combat operations, prime 
minister announces end to 
fight against Islamic State. 
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Calif. governor: 
Firefighting in the 
winter could be 
“the new normal” 
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Two states look 
to fentanyl for 
use in executions 
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TERRACOTTA ARMY 


LEGACY OF THE FIRST EMPEROR OF CHINA 


By Teri Winslow “Stairway to Heaven.” 

She used lo The Virginian-Pilot Or she’ll ask if she can 
treat patients switch to another genre. 
J: j NORFOLK After all, what Stowe does 
medically. “Ave Maria” - yes. isn’t as much about a con- 

Now, this “Rockabye Baby” - yes. certas it is calming. 
“Purple Rain - no. “Its magical the way a 
woman helps “Freebird” — hell no. harp sounds,” said Stowe, 
j ; Some songs just don’t who has led the music min- 
by p lay nga translate well to the harp, istry at Bon Secours De- 
harp at the Karen Stowe says, and Paul Medical Center for 12 
h ital in the case of the iconic years. “The body responds 
ospua. Lynyrd Skynyrd tune, she to it differently than any 


doesn’t like it enough to im- 
provise. 

If she gets a request for 
it, she’ll steer the person to 
something similar. Perhaps 


other instrument.” 
On Thursday, she worked 
her magic for Autumn-Rose 


See HEAL, PAGE 14 


Get your E aa 
www.VMFA.museum 


Now open ! 


VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 


This exhibition is organized by the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and the Cincinnati Art Museum, in partnership with Shaanxi 
Provincial Cultural Relics Bureau, Shaanxi History Museum (Shaanxi Cultural Heritage Promotion Center), and Emperor Qin 
Shihvang’s Mausoleum Site Museum of the People’s Republic of China. Presented by Altria Group and E. Rhodes and Leona B. 
Carpenter Foundation. The exhibition program at VMFA is supported by the Julia Louise Reynolds Fund. IMAGES (I to r}: Middle- 
Ranking Officer, Armored General, Armored Infantryman (details), Qin dynasty (221-206 BC), earthenware. 

© Emperor Qin Shihuang’s Mausoleum Site Museum. Photos by Qiu Ziyu 


